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Farmers Call on Gov’t to Increase Farmgate Price of Groundnut

Scores of groundnut farmers have called on the Gambia government to increase the farmgate price of groundnut this trade season.

However, spot prices of groundnut, soybean, and sunflower remain below the minimum support price (MSP) in several markets. Despite cotton prices being higher
than the MSP in Haryana and Punjab, farmers are selling less cotton, resulting in reduced market arrivals. Additionally, mustard arrivals have decreased to 1.5 lakh
sacks.

Mustard Oil Becomes Expensive Due to Low Arrivals

Many Gambian farmers were keenly anticipating joyous tidings from the President as regards the farmgate price of groundnut as he tours the country but they
were disappointed when it became apparent that the government had no plans to augment the farmgate price this year.

Last year, groundnut farmers heaped praises on the government for buying their peanuts at the attractive farmgate price of D38,000 per ton and at the outset of
his nationwide tour, President Adama Barrow indicated that he had a news that if broadcast, farmers would jump for joy.

“My computer is yet to heat up but once it did, farmers would be delighted by its input,” the president said in one of his community meetings in the North Bank
Region.

However, the president later announced that no changes would be made to last year’s groundnut price of D38,000 per ton.

This announcement was met with gloom and sadness in many farming communities as it dashed their hopes of an enhanced farmgate price this year.

Many groundnut farmers across the country have expressed disappointment in the president’'s announcement, saying that the price does not reflect the realities
on the ground. They called on the president to rescind government’s position and consider their plight.

Farmer in Niani Banni in the Central River Region Saikou Dahalba rued that the president’s announcement of groundnut price fell short of farmers’ expectations,
arguing that if government fails to increase groundnut prices, many farmers will be left with no other choice but to sell their nuts across the border in Senegal.
Senegal, he added, is paying more per ton of groundnuts.

According to him, the Senegalese government is said to be offering more than D40, 000 for a tonnage of groundnut, adding that the Gambia government should
offer a new price if groundnut farmers are to optimally benefit from their lalbour and input costs.

“We are not impressed with the price announced by the President because it doesn't favor us, looking at the high cost of inputs. We are advising the government
to rescind the announcement, engage stakeholders and come up with a price that will take the plight of the farmers into consideration,” Musa Jaiteh, a groundnut
farmer residing at Taifa village, told The Voice.

“Looking at the high cost of basic commmodities and increment of allowances of the President and civil servants, it's unfathomable that groundnut prices will
remain the same as last year’s. | am of the strong belief that if government fails to increase the prices of groundnut, farmers will not sell their nuts to

the Seccos and many will prefer selling their nuts to middlemen,” he added.

Jaiteh observed that farmers cannot force government to increase the farmgate price of groundnut but was quick to add that the government cannot force
farmers to sell their nuts at the Seccos.

A Secco manager, who spoke to this medium on condition of anonymity, said the Gambian leader should be “considerate” to Gambian farmers and increase the
groundnut price, arguing that prices of everything had increased in the country. The manager said the stagnant groundnut price will adversely affect the income
of farmers and government’s revenue base, adding that if the price remains constant, many farmers will resort to selling their nuts to middiemen or even to
Senegal at a more attractive price.

Soybean Oil Prices Strengthen

According to some news sources, soybean oil-oilseeds prices also remained firm amid the government’s assurances of soybean purchase at MSP. On the other
hand, the demand for de-oiled cake (DOC) has also strengthened at the local level. But its spot price is still less than MSP. He said that due to improvements in the
Malaysian exchange and increased speculation, CPO and palm oil prices have also improved. To avoid this fluctuation abroad, the only way seems to be to
increase the production of edible oil-oilseeds in the country. Sources said that despite getting good prices at MSP, farmers in Haryana, Punjab are bringing less
cotton. Due to fewer arrivals, cottonseed prices improved.
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